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Military History of Normandy
Course Overview

Normandy’s military heritage is shared by a great deal of the Western world, having been the focal point of numerous conflicts: Caesar’s conquest of Gaul, Viking invasions, the Norman Conquest of England, the wars of Richard the Lionheart and Philippe II, the Hundred Years War, even the U.S. Civil War, as well as the two World Wars.  For Americans, this history ends up being both familiar and distant. This course intends to address both of these aspects: to see if the familiar is falsely so and to make the distant less so.  Locating the course itself in Normandy has a further merit.  As students of history, we of course rely on primary sources—often in narrative form, sometimes in the paper trail left by bureaucracy—but for military history the very land itself constitutes a primary source, as well as the structures built upon it (or sometimes under it).  

Course Goals & Themes

Given the broad scope of this course, the intent here is not merely to memorize the full narrative of Normandy’s history, either military or via related subjects.  By looking at discrete topics, we will instead  explore a number of themes.


1.  Historiography of military history


2.  Questions of commemoration, preservation, memory and “proper” history


3.  Thematic Questions of Military History, particularly as highlighted by a comparison of ancient, medieval, and modern conflicts (examples: how much significance should be accorded the influence of technology? or how does military struggle affect social development and vice-versa?)

4.  Contact with America’s oldest ally, and her most contentious.  Through face-to-face interaction, a cross-cultural lesson in how to experience another culture, and then use those same lessons for analyzing one’s own culture.

Required Readings
· 
Stephen Ambrose, D-Day, June 6, 1944
· 
R. Allen Brown, “The Status of the Norman Knight”  pp. 128-142
· Contamine, “War, Government and Society“, pp. 238-243, and “Fortifications“, pp. 101-118
· O.H. Creighton, “The Rich Man in his Castle, the Poor Man at his Gate”, pp. 25-33
· DeVries, “The Stirrup, Mounted Shock Combat, Chivalry, and Feudalism“, pp. 95-110
· ---------.   “Gunpowder Artillery”, pp. 143-163.
· John Gillingham, “Richard I and the Science of War in the Middle Ages”, pp. 194-207
· 
---------.  “William the Bastard at War“, pp. 143-160
· Sir Maurice Powicke, “The Norman Defenses”, pp. 178-204
· Seward, “Henry V and Agincourt,” pp. 153-188
RECOMMENDED READINGS




Keegan, Six Armies in Normandy
ASSESSMENT/GRADING

Do not be confused: this is a course for college credit, not a vacation oriented around historical sites and artifacts.  There is work which must be completed on time and which should show thoughtful analysis and consideration. Find a notebook with a reinforced back so that you can take notes with minimal props. Students will earn grades based on their achievement in the following areas/assignments.

Blackboard Discussions:  in the three weeks before our departure, and once students have been able to digest a fair amount of the reading material, the professors will begin to post questions to a Discussion Board on Blackboard.  Students are expected to participate fully in these discussions by making analyses (yes, that’s plural) based on the readings.  Posts that simply declare “I feel…” are not going to garner the admiration of the professors.  Those built upon historical evidence, however, will earn top marks.  No small part of this assignment is to foster a bit of community among the group, especially a sense that we are all on-going students of the past.  (20% of course grade)
Pre-Departure Paper:  At the airport, students will turn in a four-page, double-spaced essay that will answer a two-part question posed by the professors at the final pre-departure meeting.  As with the discussions above, good papers will be those that rest solidly on the evidence presented in the assigned readings.  (15% of course grade)

Journal:  In Normandy, students will keep a journal.  Some portion of this journal is wholly acceptable as the student’s own private record of the experience of traveling abroad.  But the primary purpose of journaling while traveling is to keep oneself active in the learning process, not merely sponge-like.  Good journals, therefore, try to analyze what has been seen, how meetings with local people proceeded, how the information gleaned at a museum or site has changed a preconception or strengthened a position.  (20% of course grade)

Synthesis Paper:  Roughly two weeks after our return, students will submit (via e-mail or Blackboard) a final paper (six pages, double-spaced) which will survey and synthesize the themes presented in the class.  As with the other assignments above, this is to be a work of scholarship and analysis, not a gushing statement of how you fell in love with Normandy, or learned to hate smelly cheese.  Circumstances and scenarios are never to be summed up as “crazy” or whatever the current jargon may be.  (25% of course grade)

Participation: A vital component of a Study Abroad Course!  Students will be monitored by the professors as to how well they keep up with reading assignments, so timely participation in Discussion Boards will matter.  Also, attendance at the pre-departure sessions will also be factored in.  In Fance, as we travel for two weeks, some stress will naturally occur.  Students should realize that their ability to act maturely in a group setting, to meet the responsibilities of being on time, and to show simply a good spirit as they encounter novel experiences will factor into this grade.  Not least, the professors will be assessing who is trying to learn more in France, not just score the best photo opportunity.  (20% of course grade)

Pre-Departure Assignments
	Date
	Topics





	Assignments

	28 March
	Intro to the Course; WWII background
	

	4 April
	Creation of Normandy; WWII background (“Part Deux”)
	Start reading Ambrose, 

	11 April
	Themes of Medieval Military History; Allied Invasion Planning in WWII
	Read DeVries, “Stirrup” and Contamine

	18 April
	Military/Societal Interplay; German Defensive Strategies in WWII
	Read Brown and Creighton

	25 April
	Survivor French; Packing Tutorial; D-day; Patterns of Medieval Warfare
	Read Gillingham: “William the Bastard at War”

	Finals Week
	Blackboard Discussions on Readings
	Read Gillingham: “Richard I and the Science of War”

	7-10 May
	Blackboard Discussions on Readings
	Read Contamine, “Fortifications”, and DeVries, “Gunpowder Artillery”

	13 May
	Arrive at Dulles Airport for departure
	Submit Essay at Airport


Schedule of sites & Assignments In Normandy
Bring copies of Powicke’s chapter “Norman Defenses” and Seward’s chapter “Henry V and Agincourt” with you to read as part of the trip.  

	Day
	Locations
	Historical Sites
	Themes/Assignments

	13 May    Sun
	Depart USA
	
	Essay Due

	14 May   Mon
	Paris–Rennes–Fougères
	None; travel day
	

	15 May   Tues
	Fougères–Avranches
	Fougères Castle; Musée de la Perce; Scriptorial
	Frontiers; the Production of History

	16 May   Wed
	Avranches
	Mont St-Michel
	Combat on High

	17 May  Thurs
	Avranches–Carentan–Sainte Mère Eglise–Bayeux
	Dead Man’s Corner; Pointe du Hoc; Airborne Museum
	

	18 May       Fri
	Bayeux
	Musée de Tapisserie; Omaha Beach
	Read Neveux

	19 May      Sat
	Bayeux–Arromanches–Caen
	Musée du Débarquement; Longues-sur-Mer; Arromanches 
	Living with the Past

	20 May    Sun
	Caen
	Mémorial
	Commemoration: good or bad thing?

	21 May   Mon
	Caen–Falaise–Caen
	Chateau; Musée de Aout 44; Mémorial de Montormel
	

	22 May   Tues
	Caen
	Musée de Normandie; Université de Caen/CRAHM labs
	What bones tell us

	23 May   Wed
	Caen–Quistreham–Le Havre
	Atlantic Wall Museum; Harfleur
	Problems with Static Defense

	24 May  Thurs
	Le Havre– Lillebonne–Rouen
	François Gay; Roman Arena; Joan of Arc sites
	Allies: Friends or Foes?

	25 May      Fri
	Rouen–Les Andelys–Paris
	Chateau–Gaillard
	Separating Legend from History

	26 May      Sat
	Paris
	Day to Explore
	

	27 May    Sun
	Paris
	Nat’l Naval Museum
	

	28 May   Mon
	Paris–Farmville
	
	

	14 June
	
	
	FINAL ESSAY DUE


A Note on the Typical Day:  The short explanation is that there really will not be one.  Each will differ according to the activities scheduled for that day.  Nonetheless, students should expect to rise fairly early each day, and to spend an average of 8-10 hours day on-site or traveling between sites.  This will vary according to each night’s lodgings: on average, though, student should expect at least 5 hours per day in formal instruction.  Mont Saint-Michel will be much longer since we will have the whole day on the mount and in the monastery.  Every evening will be free to the students, partly to find your own meals without overwhelming some poor restaurateur with our entire group, partly so you can have time to work on your journals as well.  Your professors will be available, if you need them, during these free hours to answer any questions.
Estimated Contact Hours: 52

